
2019 Patent Awards Program Official Rules

The Patent Awards Program (“Program”) is a program owned and produced by Patent Guru

Inc. located at 15600 Redmond Way Suite 101, Redmond, WA 98052. The Program

annually select and give Patents Of The Year awards to recognize outstanding patents that

make significant contribution to technology, economy and society overall. These Official

Rules summarize the high-level requirements and rules of the Program. The terms of the

Official Rules are binding on all related parties. Void where prohibited or restricted by law.

Nomination to the Patents Of The Year award is by invitation only. The names of the

nominees and other information about the nominations cannot be revealed until 50 years later.

Selection of Patents Of The Year
Patent Guru Inc. is responsible for the selection of the Patents Of The Year. Patent Guru Inc.

appoints a working body, the Committee for Patents Of The Year (“Committee”), which

screens the nominations and presents a proposal for final candidates for vote. The

committee consists nominally of five voting members, it also includes voting adjunct members.

What patent is eligible for Patents Of The Year?
The candidates eligible for the Patents Of The Year are those nominated by qualified persons

who have received an invitation from the Committee to submit names for consideration. No

one can nominate patents related to himself or herself. For purposes of the Program, patents

are defined as any patent that was granted by any country before December 31, 2019.

How are the Patents Of The Year selected?
Below is a brief description of the process involved in selecting the Patents of the Year 2019

January 2020 - Nomination forms are sent out. The Committee sends out confidential forms

to around 1,000 people – selected patent attorneys at leading patent law firms around the

world, journalists at popular technology media, and librarians at major universities and libraries

world-wide, among others. Candidate patents are commonly nominated due to their

significance to improve the quality of life and a positive global impact overall.

January 31, 2020 - Deadline for submission. The completed nomination forms must reach

the Committee no later than January 31, 2020. The Committee screens the nominations and

selects the preliminary candidates.

Early February 2020 - The Committee sends the names of the preliminary candidates to
specially appointed experts for their assessment of the candidates. The Committee puts



together a report of recommendations on the final candidates to be submitted to the final

voting.

February 16, 2020 - Deadline for voting. The Committee selects the Patents Of The Year

through a majority vote from around 1,000 nominators. The decision is final and without

appeal.

February 18, 2020 - Winner announcement. The names of the Patents Of The Year are

announced.

March 2020 - Inventors and owners of the Patents Of The Year receive their Patents Of The
Year trophy. The Committee will provide the appropriate logo and usage rights for the

award(s) granted. Inventors and owners of the Patents Of The Year will also receive

industry-wide recognition through media promotion and exposure on the PatentGuru website.

Are the nominations made public?
The current statutes restrict disclosure of information about the nominations, whether publicly

or privately, for 50 years. The restriction concerns the nominees and nominators, as well as

investigations and opinions related to the award of a prize.

Privacy Statement
Patent Guru Inc. is collecting personal information in the nomination and voting form for the

purpose of the Program. Patent Guru Inc. will collect and process this information in the

United States pursuant to these Official Rules and the legitimate interests of Patent Guru Inc.

for the Program. In order to administer the Program, this information is required. By

submitting information in the process, all related parties consent to personal information being

processed and used for the specific purposes set forth below:

 Patent Guru Inc. will retain this information for fifty (50) years.

 Nominators are required to supply contact information at the time of entry including, but

not limited to name, phone number, mailing address and email address.

 Information collected during Program will only be used to send transactional emails and

correspondence directly related to the Program. Patent Guru Inc. may disclose personal

information to respond to law enforcement requests and as required by applicable law,

court order, or governmental regulations.

 Personal information collected and processed with appropriate security following

applicable data privacy and protection laws/regulations.

 Where applicable, all related parties have the right to request that we delete any of your

personal information collected and retained, subject to certain exceptions. You agree to

be solely liable for damages as a result of any information you provide. You agree to

indemnify and hold harmless Patent Guru Inc., its officers, directors, employees, agents



and affiliates from all liability, damages, judgments and costs (including reasonable

attorneys’ fees) for any claims brought by or on behalf of any third party arising from your

conduct, misconduct or negligence.

Restrictions and Additional Information
By participating, all parties agree to abide by these Official Rules and the decisions of Patent

Guru Inc., which will be final and binding on all matters relating to the Program.

Disputes and Governing Law
By participating, all parties permanently and irrevocably release, indemnify, and hold

harmless, Patent Guru Inc. and its officers, directors, employees, agents and all others

associated with the development and execution of this Program from and against any injury,

loss or damage caused or claimed to be caused by your participation in the Program and/or

the acceptance, awarding, receipt, use and/or misuse of the award, including without

limitation personal injury, death, and/or property damage. All parties agree that Patent Guru

Inc. is not responsible for any warranty, representation, or guarantee, expressed or implied, in

fact or in law, relating to the Program and/or the award(s). In the event that the preceding

release and indemnity clauses are determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be

invalid or void for any reason, all parties agree that, by participating in the Program, (i) any

and all disputes, claims, and causes of action in connection with the Program, or any prizes

awarded, shall be resolved individually without resort to any form of class action; (ii) any

claims, judgments and awards shall be limited to actual out-of-pocket costs incurred, including

costs associated with the Program, but in no event attorney's fees; and (iii) any party hereby

waives all rights to claim, indirect, punitive, incidental, special, exemplary or consequential

damages and any and all rights to have damages multiplied or otherwise increased and any

other damages, other than damages for actual out-of-pocket expenses. All parties agree

that all issues and questions concerning the construction, validity, interpretation and

enforceability of these Official Rules, or the rights and obligations of Patent Guru Inc. or

participants in connection with the Program, shall be governed by the laws of the State of

Washington, without giving effect to any choice of law or conflict of law rules. All parties

consent to the exclusive jurisdiction of the State and Federal courts in the State of

Washington.


